The Piano Lesson Study Guide Act 2  

Name ____________________ per.__
DIRECTIONS:  Answer the following questions as completely as possible.  Use concrete details (examples) in your responses.  

Scenes 1 and 2

1. How does Wining Boy know Lymon’s father?  Why does he call him “one bad-luck nigger” (64)?

2. Why won’t Berniece agree to marry Avery? What 2 reasons does she give him? 

3. What does Avery mean when he tells Berniece that “Everybody got stones in their passway. . . You picking them up and carrying them with you” (70)?

Do you agree with Avery?  Why or why not?

Scene 3

4. Lymon tells that Berniece that his attitude towards women has changed (78-79).  Describe the kind of woman that Lymon is looking for.

What do you learn about Lymon in this scene?

Scene 5

5. Boy Willie tells Berniece that he “ain’t scared of dying,” and that “a nigger that ain’t afraid to die is the worst kind of nigger for the white man” (88).  What is Boy Willie’s motivation for telling this story to Bernice and Doaker?  

What do you learn about boy Willie in this scene (scene 5)?
6. Boy Willie tells Berniece that “The Bible say an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, and a life for a life” (89).  What is Boy Willie really talking about?  How do you know?
7. Why does Boy Willie say that Berniece only believes in half of the Bible (95)?  

8. Boy Willie criticizes the way that Berniece is raising her daughter Maretha.  He says, “If you teach that girl she living at the bottom of life, she going to grow up and hate you” (92).  Why does Boy Willie say this?    Do you think he is right?  Explain your answer.
9. Who tries to get rid of Sutter’s ghost (there are 3 people who try).  Why is Berniece the only one who is successful?  Support your answer with a quote.  

10.  Why does Boy Willie finally give up on selling the piano at the end of Act 2?  What causes his abrupt change in attitude?  Support your answer with a quote.  

