The Piano Lesson Essay—Write 1 ½ to 2 ½ pages, typed

Directions: Choose one of the following two prompts and write 1 ½ to 2 ½ pages typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 point font (MLA format)
· Prompt 1: Choose a symbol or motif and explain how it contributes to a theme from the play. Symbol choices: piano, music, railroad, ghosts, religion, North and South, etc. (See your symbol chart).
· Prompt 2: Choose a main character and discuss how their values and beliefs change throughout the course of the play.

Thesis: ____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Introduction: Hook, title and author of the play, brief summary of the play that should transition to your thesis: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraphs: Topic sentence, concreted details/evidence (integrated quotations with page numbers), interpretation/commentary, concluding sentence that connects commentary to the topic sentence.
Conclusion: Restate the thesis in a new way. Remind the reader WHY s/he should care about what you are saying. Connect your ideas to the world outside of the book, to your life, or to the reader’s.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Essay Terms Glossary:
· Thesis: The central idea or main argument in an essay
· Topic Sentence: A sentence that states the main idea of a paragraph and supports the thesis statement
· Concrete Details/Evidence: Integrated quotations (often key ideas, not whole sentences and passages) with page numbers.
· Interpretation/Commentary: Explains the significance of the evidence. Interpretation is your own idea/opinion/inference, not a fact or paraphrase. Interpretation should explain the connection between the evidence and your thesis. Strong commentary focuses on specific words or phrases in the quotation that are important to your thesis.
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