Course Syllabus for English 3
School Year: 2016-17
Teacher: Ms. Martin
Contact: mamartin@sccs.net
Website:  http://hhamlit.weebly.com/
WELCOME:  During our year together, my goal is for you to become stronger readers, writers, and thinkers.  You will be successful in this class if you commit yourself to becoming an ACTIVE member of the class: an active reader, an active writer, an active speaker and listener.  You will need to read and reread the material to be successful in this class.  Ask questions, become a participant in your own learning. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: English 3 is a one-year, college preparatory course that builds on the reading, writing, speaking, listening, and research skills introduced in English 1 and 2.   This course continues the development of skills related to critical analysis of literature, expository text and persuasive argument through written and oral response. Vocabulary development is an integral part of improvement in reading and writing, as is the study of the grammar and mechanics of English.  Additional attention will be given to the skills necessary to be successful on the SAT and college English Placement Test that is part of the Common Core testing.  Course curriculum and assessments are based on the National Common Core Standards (available at www.corestandards.org).
COURSE TEXTS (English 3 focusses on American literature):
· The Piano Lesson—August Wilson
· The House on Mango Street—Sandra Cisneros
· The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn—Mark Twain

· The Great Gatsby​—F. Scott Fitzgerald

· The Things They Carried—Tim O’Brien

· Expository Reading (non-fiction articles, essays, and speeches)

· Independent Reading

MATERIALS:  You will need a 1-1 ½” binder, five dividers, a highlighter, post-it notes (large size), the text we are studying, your independent reading book, paper, pen, and pencils.  

GRADES:  Grades are weighted as follows:

· 35% writing (final essays, final written responses to expository texts) 
· 25% assessments  (tests, presentations, projects)

· 25% in class work (binder checks, in-class activities, independent reading done in-class)
· 15% homework (reading questions, short writing tasks, note-taking)
Progress report grades are not averaged. Your final semester grade will result from a cumulative total of points that will continue rolling from the first grading period to the third.  Remember, you must earn a “C” or higher in this college-prep English class, both semesters, to qualify for enrollment in 4-year colleges and universities.  

ATTENDANCE:  Regular attendance is vital to your success.  If you are absent, call your study partners first, then talk to me.  I can help you at any time except during the passing period, or during lunch.  If you miss class because of an appointment (not an illness), you are not excused from that night’s homework.  Come by and ask me for the homework before you leave campus for the day.  When you are absent:
· Try to find out about missed work and arrange for handouts to be picked up while you are gone.  Check the class website for homework and handouts. You can talk to friends or email me.

· It is your responsibility to talk to your teacher about the work you missed on the day that you return.

· I will not chase you down to give you the make-up work, and I will hold you accountable for missed quizzes and assignments that you do not make up in a timely manner. 

LATE WORK:
· Do your work on time because

· It’s easier to do a good job on a task when the material is fresh in your mind because you’ve just studied it in class.

· Timely work shows responsibility, maturity, and respect, which are all things people value.

· If you anticipate that you will have trouble completing work on time for a legitimate reason, such as needing extra time to get help, talk to me.  We can negotiate your deadline.  

· In general, work should be turned in even if it is late.  You may not get the same grade as if it were done on time, but you will receive feedback.  Different categories of work are treated differently regarding credit when turned in late. Ask if you are unsure.  

NO-TOLERANCE CHEATING POLICY:  Using Spark Notes, Cliffs Notes, Crash Courses, or any condensed version of the assigned reading is considered cheating and will result in an “F”/0 grade for the assignment.  All written assignments must be the ORIGINAL work of the student.  Direct quotes/passages from the literature are to be correctly cited using MLA format.  Do not copy another student’s homework.  A first assignment that has been plagiarized receives a failing grade and a phone call home.  Repeated incidents of plagiarism can result in a failing grade in the course.  Students who assist others in academic dishonesty will also receive a zero.   

CELL PHONES AND iPods: Electronic devices must be silenced and put away in the classroom.  Phones and iPods are to be invisible and inaudible at all times.  If one is seen or heard, I will take it and keep it until the end of the class period.  The second time this occurs, the device will be handed over to the vice-principal.  If you have time left over after a test, you should be reading your independent reading book or the current core text.   

QUALITIES OF SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS

Work Ethic:
· They do all of the work.  Yes, all of it.

· They turn the work in on time.

· They do work the night it is assigned so that they can ask questions if needed.

· They create a routine for getting the work done, sometimes by going to the After School Learning Center or coming to the classroom to work before school, during break, or after school.

Responsibility:
· They arrive to class on time and with all of their materials.  

· They write down their homework.

· They organize their binders, backpacks, etc. and then keep them organized.

· They monitor their grades on I.C., so that they can figure out where they may need to improve.

Self –Advocacy:
· They ask questions when they don’t understand.

· They ask for help when they need it, such as help proofreading an essay or strategies for how to study for a quiz.

· They talk to the teacher about what is or isn’t working for them in the class.

· They are polite. 
NEED HELP? 

If you are even slightly confused, overwhelmed or slipping behind, please talk to me.  If you are willing to work, I am willing to help you.  We are a team!   I am available daily before school, during break, and after school on B and C days.

I am looking forward to a great year together.  Let’s make it memorable!
